
the bulk of the correspondence between the composer and
Bartholomew during those months. Next to Mendelssohn’s corre-
spondence with Buxton, these missives form another complex
which expands the stock of sources of the piano reduction.
Perhaps by chance, a letter addressed to Bartholomew provides
the earliest clue as to Mendelssohn’s revision of the work and
his working out the piano reduction. On 26 September 1846,
thus exactly one month after the Birmingham performance,
Mendelssohn took up the discussion of the English declamation in
his correspondence, which no doubt represented a continuation
of a verbal exchange that had been initiated on English soil. The
reverse side of his letter to Bartholomew, which was written on
music paper, contains the piano reduction of measures 35–52 of
the Quartet no. [41A],9 about which nothing is mentioned in the
letter, however. 
The sources for the piano-vocal score of Elijah thus offer the one-
of-a-kind opportunity to meticulously trace the genesis of the
definitive version of a great oratorio – a chance that has mostly
been neglected by Mendelssohn scholarship to date. In addition,
its printing process provides further proof for the importance of
England as one of the hearths of Mendelssohn’s artistic develop-
ment. The oratorio was conceived and composed in German, but
was given its first performance in England and in English. Indeed,
the final version was also given its first performance in England,
namely in London on 16 April 1847, and was repeated there on
23, 28 and 30 April, each time under the direction of the composer.
Mendelssohn did not live to witness a performance in the German
language. 

Berlin, Spring 2008 Christian Martin Schmidt

1 They took place on the mornings of 30 and 31 August 1837 at
Klingemann’s residence, where Mendelssohn was staying (see Felix
and Cécile Mendelssohn Bartholdy, Das Tagebuch der Hochzeitsreise
nebst Briefen an die Familie, ed. by Peter Ward Jones, Zurich / Mainz,
1997, pp. 110 and 111). 

2 Original at: Music Division, New York Public Library for the Performing
Arts, Astor, Lenox and Tilden Foundations, *MNY++ Mendelssohn-
Bartholdy, Felix, Letter, no. 148. 

3 Original at: Hessische Universitäts- und Landesbibliothek Darmstadt,
Breitkopf & Härtel-Archiv; printed in: Briefe an deutsche Verleger,
ed. by Rudolf Elvers, Berlin, 1968, p. 42.

4 The situation concerning Mendelssohn’s two oratorios is exceptional,
since the choral parts were the first to be published and were
already available in print for the respective first performances. This
was chiefly due to the fact that the concert organizers wanted to
provide sufficient and uniform part material to the choral masses
expected for the first performances. 

5 This for instance applies to the score of the Incidental Music to
Shakespeare’s Midsummer Night’s Dream op. 61, which did not
appear in print until a good four years after the world premiere. 

6 Both were published in fall 1847.
7 The projected date was June 1847. 
8 Shelf mark MS. M. Deneke Mendelssohn c. 39. 
9 Interestingly, in the large miscellany c. 39, these measures are found

not in Mendelssohn’s own hand, but in a copy transcribed by
Bartholomew; it faithfully follows the text on the reverse side of the
letter which most definitely served as the source for the copy. 

cases he even seems to have deliberately delayed it.5 This prefer-
ence for the piano arrangements when publishing a work also
bears upon the present piano-vocal reduction of Elijah, a fact that
has far-reaching consequences for its importance as a music-
historical source. 
Mendelssohn began to revise Elijah immediately upon his return
from his penultimate trip to England, which had culminated with
the first performance of the oratorio in Birmingham on 26 August
1846. From the start, he intended to produce a final version of
the work for publication. In so doing, he took into account the
experiences and impressions he had gathered at the Birmingham
performance, and continued his traditional practice of withhold-
ing from the public the first concept of practically all of his works
and of subjecting them to one or more fundamental revisions. This
activity went hand in hand with the production of the piano
reduction. As a result of this parallel work, the different sources of
this reduced version allow us to trace the compositional process
if not seamlessly, then at least in broad traits. The autograph of
the orchestral score is hardly appropriate to this purpose, since it
incorporates all the stages of the work and makes it impossible to
align the stages chronologically. 
The reason for the extraordinary wealth of informative documents
on the origin of the piano reduction is an agreement negotiated
by Mendelssohn with his English publisher J. J. Ewer & Co. in
London and its director Edward Buxton on the one side, and with
his German publisher N. Simrock in Bonn and its director Peter
Joseph Simrock on the other. While the printing of the parts
and score was delegated to Simrock,6 the piano reduction was
scheduled for simultaneous release7 by both publishers, but with
a head start granted to Ewer & Co. for the production of the
piano-vocal score. Once the engraving plates had been corrected,
the London publisher placed copies of them at the disposal of his
German colleague. Simrock thus had a reliable master for his own
engraving, as well as the opportunity to carry out further correc-
tions in the text. The actual production of the piano reduction
took place in London – a circumstance that led to the dispatching
of a great deal of source material between the English capital and
the composer in Leipzig. 
The principal source is a thick composite manuscript containing
many individual parts, which is located today in the Bodleian
Library, University of Oxford.8 It essentially comprises the separate
mailings dispatched by Mendelssohn to Edward Buxton as
production masters for the piano reduction. For example, he sent
eight pieces to London on 30 November 1846, and then another
twelve, thus the rest of the first section, on 30 December. On
2 February he announced the mailing of the entire second part.
The complexity of the source is further heightened by the circum-
stance that it not only contains solely the entries made by the
composer in pencil and ink, but is littered with annotations
made by William Bartholomew, who had been in contact with
Mendelssohn since 1841 on account of other English translations,
and was also responsible for the English version of Elijah as well.
Mendelssohn had omitted the English text at many passages,
either because he agreed with the formulation presented at the
first performance, or because he asked Bartholomew for changes.
An extraordinarily intensive discussion of the formulation and
declamation of the English text thus unfolded, which represents
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