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VORWORT

Die vorliegende Stimmenausgabe der zehn berithmten
Streichquartette Mozarts fufst auf den Streichquartett-Ban-
den 2 und 3 der Neuen Mozart-Ausgabe und folgt den Auto-
graphen (heute im British Museum, London) und den Erst-
drucken. Wie schon Alfred Einstein! gezeigt hat, weicht der
Erstdruck der sechs Haydn gewidmeten Quartette KV 387,
421 (417%), 458, 428 (421%), 464 und 465 in ungewdhnlich vie-
len Einzelheiten von den Autographen ab, und die Bedeu-
tung und der Charakter dieser Abweichungen (Anderungen
der Tempobezeichnung, weitgehende Erganzung und Diffe-
renzierung der Dynamik) machen es sehr wahrscheinlich,
dass sie von Mozart selbst eingetragen oder wenigstens ver-
anlasst wurden. Von der fiir die Mozartzeit normalen Quel-
lenbewertung, nach der das Autograph grundsatzlich den
Vorrang hat, musste bei der Textherstellung daher haufig ab-
gewichen werden, indem Lesarten des Erstdrucl‘ if@eine

sonst grundsatzlich dem Autograph fol

nommen wurden.
Ein besonderes Problem fiir die Praxis

eI (T.26-27
2 hat mit musikalischen

positionsgesetze rest-
u haben glaubt oder sich
ogik beruft, miissen wir nach-
driicklich auf den
Sowohl Autograph als auch Erstdruck zeigen an beiden Stel-

Befund der primaren Quellen verweisen.

len, T. 26 und 75, den ,unvollstindigen” Einsatz der Vio-
line I, bringen aber bei der Engfithrung des Motivs T. 85ff.
die erwartete normale Stimmfithrung. Es ist undenkbar,
dass Mozart sich bei seiner Niederschrift des Quartetts und
bei der wahrscheinlichen Uberwachung des Erstdrucks ins-
gesamt viermal in einer so sinnfilligen und kompositorisch
wichtigen Einzelheit ,geirrt” oder aus Zerstreutheit ver-

1 W. A. Mozart, The Ten Celebrated String Quartets. First Authentic Edi-
tion in Score, London o.]., Novello (Publications of the Paul Hirsch
Music Library [Cambridge] Vol. 12) S. viif.

2 Ein Druckfehler in Mozarts Werk? Randbemerkungen eines Musikers,
in: Acta Mozartiana II, 1955, S. 23-25.

3 Mitteilungen, in: Acta Mozartiana III, 1956, Heft 3, S. 28.

4 The Chamber Music, in: The Mozart Companion, edited by H. C. Rob-
bins Landon and Donald Mitchell, London (1956), S. 126.

schrieben haben sollte; so ist dringend zu wiinschen, dass
sich Mozarts Fassung in der Praxis wieder durchsetzt. Fiir
alle Benutzer, die lieber ihrer musikalischen Logik als
Mozarts Notentext folgen wollen, ist unserem Notentext
jedoch die tibliche Ergénzung als ossia-Fassung beigegeben
worden.

Beim D-Dur-Quartett KV 499 wurde in Zweifelsfillen stets
der autographen Fassung der Vorzug gegeben, da der Erst-
druck nur kleinere Abweichungen, unter ihnen aher eine
di

Anzahl recht unmozartischer Lesarten enth eigen-

rtraute

Werk schliefsen lassen, und d i dieger\esarten
ungewiss ist, ob (i t Korrektur
ande e liberwacht hat. Zu

] dle Tempobezeichnung des

0 lautete,
t selbst,
b Nt wigde, das

H&ptthema des 1. Satzes in KV 575 (T. 3—4 und Parallel-
stellen). Mozart notiert hier im Autograph ) o | ), J gy J |
Die Ausfithrung des ersten Taktes mit langem Vorschlag
(JVJ oder J.VJ) und des zweiten Taktes mit kurzen (unbe-
tonten) Vorschldagen ist aus musikalischen Griinden kaum
wahrscheinlich; die Ausfithrung beider Takte mit kurzen
(unbetonten) Vorschlagen, wie sie Leopold Mozarts Violin-
schule fiir solche Stellen ausdriicklich fordert,® ist musika-
lisch ebenfalls unbefriedigend. Als beste Losung erscheint
die Ausfithrung mit langen (betonten, ,anschlagenden®)
Vorschldgen von der Dauer der notierten Vorschlagswerte,
wie sie der theoretischen Forderung C. Ph. E. Bachs® ent-
spricht und wie sie sich auch in der Praxis eingebiirgert hat.
Die gleiche Losung empfiehlt sich in KV 590 bei den Vor-
schldgen vor den punktierten Halbenoten im Menuett.

Den Autographen und Erstdrucken folgt unsere Ausgabe
auch in der Anordnung der sechs Joseph Haydn gewidme-

5  Griindliche Violinschule, 3. Aufl., Augsburg 1787, 9. Hauptstiick, § 9
(S.200f.). Vgl. auch Karl Gerhartz, Die Violinschule von Leopold Mozart
(1756), in: Mozart-Jahrbuch I1I, 1929, bes. S. 273 und 287f.

6  Versuch iiber die wahre Art, das Clavier zu spielen, 1. Aufl., Berlin
1753, 1. Teil, 2. Hauptstiick, 2. Abteilung, § 5 (S. 63f.).
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PREFACE

This performing edition in parts of the ten celebrated string
quartets of Mozart follows the Neue Mozart-Ausgabe, Streich-
quartette, Volumes 2 and 3 which is based on the autographs
(now in the British Museum, London) and the first pub-
lished editions. As Alfred Einstein! has already shown, the
first edition of the six quartets dedicated to Haydn, K. 387,
421 (417°), 458, 428 (421°), 464 and 465, differs in a remark-
able number of details from the autograph. And, the impor-
tance and nature of these differences (tempo alterations, far-
reaching additions to and modifications of the dynamics)
make it very probable that they were made by Mozart him-
self or at least suggested by him. If one weighs the relative
importance of the sources in Mozart’s time, the autograph
is given undisputed precedence, but in the preparation of
the present text, frequent departures had to be made from
this rule in as far as readings from the first ed"i(’ wer

incorporated into a text which otherwis WS to
graph.

The slow movement of the C maj t ,
presents a special problem in performa itSmuch
discussegd Wative entry o®the first violin

Creuzburg? has made a

z2ainst tigh evide
gtion infhe fir i
rnst ScIvg
opy early

put a shadow of doubt
sol position, or who rely on
fictitiou st lay particular emphasis on
the facts as they are to be found in the primary sources.
Both the autograph and the first edition have, at bars 26 and
75, the “incomplete” entry of the first violin, but at bar 85 et
seq., where the motive appears in close imitation, the com-
plete entry is to be found. It is unthinkable that Mozart, in
writing down the quartet and during his presumed reading
of the proofs of the first edition, could have made a mistake
or from absent-mindedness made a slip of the pen no less

than four times in such an obvious and important detail. It

1 W. A. Mozart, The Ten Celebrated String Quartets. First Authentic
Edition in Score, London (no date), Novello (Publications of the Paul
Hirsch Library [Cambridge], vol. 12), p. vii et seq.

2 “Ein Druckfehler in Mozarts Werk? Randbemerkungen eines
Musikers”, in Acta Mozartiana II, 1955, pp. 23-25.

3 “Mitteilungen” in Acta Mozartiana III, 1956, fasc. 3, p. 28.

4  “The Chamber Music” in The Mozart Companion, edited by H. C.
Robbins Landon and Donald Mitchell, London (1956), p. 126.

is therefore much to be wished that Mozart’s original ver-
sion should again be used in performance. For all those
who would rather follow their sense of musical logic than
Mozart’s own text, we have however appended the usual
completion as an ossia version.

In the D major Quartet, K. 499, the autograph has always
been given precedence in cases of doubt, since the first edi-
tion contains only small divergences, among them however
a number of very un-Mozartian readings which force one to

conclude that they are arbitrary alterations by th lisher.

In this connection it is unce@hin ead the
proofs or saw the work thr in an{way. It
should be mentio t dication for
the last e i man\cript was originally only
wikh us uite possible Molto was added
pNlbal® by Mozart pdmself. Thi been in-

d iPthe present edition.
the three “Prussian” 89gd 590)
ot the new edi-

the autograph has b, 0] oy
tion in all dg 1 es,

rea I\ first i i i
til . s death. The tempo indicad

the main theme of the first move-

en \ a special problem (bars 3—4 and par-
) J

2 2| . The performance of the first bar with a long appog-

ssages). Mozart writes in the manuscript J)_o

giatura (GVJ or J.VJ) and of the second with an acciac-
catura (before the beat) is musically hardly likely. To play
both bars with acciaccaturas (before the beat), as Leopold
Mozart demands for such passages in his Violin School,’ is
musically equally unsatisfactory. The best solution would
seem to be the use of long appoggiaturas (on the beat) of
the value of the written appoggiatura notes, according to
C.P.E. Bach’s® theoretical suggestion which has also
become the usual practice. The same solution is recom-
mended in K. 590 for the appoggiaturas before the dotted
half-notes in the minuet.

The present edition also follows the autograph and the
first editions in the order of the six quartets dedicated to
Joseph Haydn. This differs from the order of composition

5  Griindliche Violinschule, 3rd edition, Augsburg 1787, 9th main divi-
sion, para. 9 (p. 200 et seq.). Cf. also Karl Gerhartz, Die Violinschule von
Leopold Mozart (1756) in Mozart-Jahrbuch 111, 1929, especially pp. 273
and 287 et seq.

6  Versuch iiber die wahre Art, das Clavier zu spielen, 1st edition, Berlin,
1753, 1st part, 2nd main division, 2nd section, para. 5 (p. 63 et seq.).



in that K. 458 is placed before the earlier K. 428. In the
autographs this order is given by the Roman numbers I to
VI, written in some cases at the same time as, in others
slightly later than the title Quartetto. The first edition repro-
duces this order, which is certainly “well thought-out””
rather than arbitrary, and it is only in later editions that the
chronological order is again given. The reason behind
Mozart’s “well thought-out” order is however difficult to
understand. The progress from keys with few accidentals to
those with more, particularly the order D minor, B-flat ma-
jor, E-flat major no doubt played its part. In any case the
numbering suggests that Mozart had a very definite reason
in mind, which we must respect even if we cannot immedi-
ately grasp it.

EDITORIAL NOTE

As this edition of the parts is intend@l Br usql
ance it was not thought negagiiAto ¢ tor o
: u

e
e, however
t quartets in

0 play any such appoggiaturas as
aturas, before the beat) this is indi-
on of ”[ff ]” above the stave.

An attempt has been made, though with due caution, to
distinguish in staccato between dots and short vertical
strokes. In this attempt we have taken as a guide those not
infrequent passages in which the composer is consistent and
has made his intentions clear and unambiguous. In the per-
formance of the staccato vertical stroke, a difference must
be made between its three meanings: the pure staccato
stroke which indicates a definite but by no means coarse or
martellato-like staccato (e. g. K. 387, 1st movement, bar 69);
the accent stroke, which evidently indicates a type of less
strong sforzato in conjunction with staccato (e. g. K. 387, 1st
movement, bars 86-87 and parallel passages); and the stroke
on notes at the end and the beginning of legato slurs, which
has the purpose of making them more clear or their length

7  Einstein op. cit., p. xii.

more definite (e. g. K. 387, 3rd movement, bar 98, violin I,
5th note).?

Mozart’s grouping of notes by joining or separating their
tails has in general been retained as it often helps to make
phrasing clear. Mozart’s usual method of notation where ties

and slurs occur together (Jv@) has also generally been

retained and only altered to the modern usage (Jvm )
"’

where the composer himself uses both methods without dis-

tinction in parallel passages (e. g. K. 428, finale, bar 111 et

seq. and 258 et seq., violin I: Lm ). Double stops

have been given two stems, as in the gutograph, in those

few passages where thijs method malfe part-writing and
i

the general con@pu fe e MRt (e. g. K. 428, An-
II; , Yiof). In all other pas-
€ ed without comment.

dante, bars 72-73 g1
sages gi hal
o s on oyhe Words crescendo and decrescendo
o QL
re

ab not been retained but his alternative use

cen - do and gresc., etc., ell as the very occa-

sional use of the sig 87, 1st movement,

bars 57-58; K. 4 ar 514 appear in this edi-
i i rt

se of the term calando

Vots increaging note-values [
tly writtqQ@ by t onl p
. s \ such only the higher note
S i precis\@ly, the lower one being
d,Whis edition follows his notation exactly.

gns of articulation (slurs, dots, etc.) have been

aringly and only in those passages about which
there could, in the opinion of the editor, be absolutely no
doubt. In order not to encumber the text, occasional use has
been made of the term simile which does not appear in the
autograph (e. g. K. 458, trio of the minuet, bar 2). In practice
certain other additions will sometimes be necessary but the
editor did not wish to anticipate the performer’s artistic ini-
tiative in this respect. Signs of articulation were also added
very sparingly to rectify parallel passages in those cases
where Mozart’s notation made it unlikely that any variation
was due to a slip of the pen or of memory and where an
alteration might therefore be assumed to be intentional.

Ludwig Finscher
(translated by Kinloch Anderson)

8 Cf. Leopold Mozart, op. cit., 4th main division, para. 24 (p.82). —
For the whole problem, not yet entirely solved, of Mozart’s staccato
indications cf. Die Bedeutung der Zeichen Keil, Strich und Punkt bei Mo-
zart: Fiinf Losungen einer Preisfrage, edited by Hans Albrecht, Kassel,
Basel, London 1957; also Ewald Zimmermann, “Das Mozart-Preisaus-
schreiben der Gesellschaft fiir Musikforschung” in Festschrift Joseph
Schmidt-Gorg zum 60. Geburtstag, Bonn 1957, p. 400 et seq., and the Vor-
worte to the volumes of the Neue Mozart-Ausgabe which have so far
appeared.

9 Cf. Eva and Paul Badura-Skoda, Mozart-Interpretation (Vienna,
1957), pp. 35 and 53.
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