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V

The first seven sonatas in this volume were composed
by Mozart during his long visits to Mannheim and
Paris between September 1777 and January 1779. The
eighth Sonata, K. 378 (317d), was probably written
early in 1779 in Salzburg on his return from the jour-
ney. The stimulus for their composition was apparently
provided by the Divertimenti da camera by Joseph Schus-
ter (1748–1812) which Mozart had first seen in the
autumn of 1777 in Munich1, one of the stopping-places
on his journey: “I am sending herewith for my sister
6 Duetti à Clavicembalo e Violino by Schuster. I have
often played them here. They are not bad. If I remain
here I shall also compose six in this gusto because they
are a great success here” (letter of October 6th, 1777).
In the event he did not start the composition until Feb-
ruary 1778 in Mannheim: “but now I am working seri-
ously at the Clavier duetten so that I can have them
engraved” (letter of February 14th, 1778). From these
letters it is clear that Mozart intended from the first to
publish a set consisting of six separate works. lt proved
impossible however to carry out this project in Mann-
heim. Not until he was in Paris (and there too there
were difficulties to overcome) did Mozart succeed in
having the sonatas K. 301–306 published by Jean-
Georges Sieber. They appeared at the beginning of
November 1778, more than a month after Mozart’s
departure. The title is as follows:

Six sonates / Pour Clavecin Ou Forté Piano / Avec Ac-
compagnement D’un Violon, / Dediées / A Son Altesse
Serenissime Electorale / Madame. L’Electrice. Palatine. /
par / Wolfgang. Amadeo. Mozart. fils. / Œuvre Premier. /
A. Paris. / Chez le Sr. Sieber, Editeur de Musique rue
St Honoré à l’hôtel d’Aligre Ancien Grand Conseil

The copy for the dedicatee, the Electress Palatine
Elisabeth, was forwarded to Mozart so that he was able
to present it personally in Munich on January 7th, 1779.

The first three sonatas were composed in February
1778 in Mannheim. (Of these, K. 301 was apparently
originally intended for flute and piano since in the
autograph Mozart deleted the words flauto traverso,
corrected a few passages in the first movement and
made some octave transpositions.) The remaining
sonatas, K. 304–306, were written in Mannheim (K. 305:
spring 1778) and Paris (K. 304 and K. 306: summer

PREFACE
1778). In Paris too the six works were put together as a
set for publication. The Sonata K. 296, also written in
March 1778 in Mannheim, was not included. It did not
appear until 1781 along with the Sonata K. 378 (prob-
ably written in Salzburg early in 1779) and the early
Viennese sonatas K. 376, 377, 379 and 380 as Mozart’s
Opus II published by Artaria in Vienna (see the preface
to BA 4775, “Early Viennese Sonatas”).

For the present edition which follows the critically re-
vised text of the Neue Mozart-Ausgabe the autographs
have been used as the principal sources for all eight
sonatas. Editorial additions are indicated as follows:

Letters (words, dynamic indications, tr signs) and
numbers by italics (in the cases of triplet and sextuplet
numbers which always appear in italics, the additions
are in smaller type); principal notes, accidentals before
them, dashes, dots, pauses, ornaments and rests of
short duration (minims, crotchets etc.) by smaller type;
phrase-marks by dotted lines; appoggiaturas and
ornaments (and accidentals before them) and clefs by
square brackets. Whole bar rests which in the sources
have been omitted by mistake or for ease of writing
have been added without comment.

The old C-clefs have been altered to accord with
present-day practice. Mozart always used a stroke
through semiquavers, demisemiquavers etc. which
stand alone i.e. �� , ���  instead of � , � . with appoggia-
turas this makes it impossible to indicate whether they
should be short or long. In all such cases the modern
usage ���, ���, etc. is adhered to in this edition. If an

appoggiatura should be short, this is indicated by “[�� ]”
above the appoggiatura in question. Where necessary
the following additions have been made without any
special indication: slurs from appoggiaturas or orna-
mental groups of notes to principal notes; slurs to or-
namental notes after the principal note; slurs, dots etc.
in ornaments. For further details see the preface and
critical commentary to Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. Neue
Ausgabe sämtlicher Werke, Series VIII, Category 23:
Sonaten und Variationen für Klavier und Violine, Volume 1
(BA 4539).

Eduard Reeser
(translated by Kinloch Anderson)

1 Edition by Wolfgang Plath in Nagel’s Musik-Archiv, Nos. 229,
232, 233.
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Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
Complete Works for Violin and 
Piano in Two Volumes
Volume 1: BA05761 / Volume 2: BA05762

Concertos for Violin and Orchestra

- in B-flat maj K. 207 (No. 1). 
 BA04863-90
- in D maj K. 211 (No. 2). BA04864-90
- in G maj K. 216 (No. 3). BA04866-90
- in D maj K. 218 (No. 4). BA04865-90
- in A maj K. 219 (No. 5). BA04712-90

Sinfonia concertante in E-flat maj 
for Violin, Viola and Orchestra K. 364 
BA04900-90

Niccolò Paganini
Capricci op. 1 and 24 Contradanze 
Inglesi (First edition) for solo violin 
BA09424 

Maurice Ravel
Tzigane. Rhapsody for violin and 
orchestra. BA08849-90

Camille Saint-Saëns
Havanaise for violin and piano op. 83 
BA09426

Franz Schubert
Complete Works for Violin and Piano

- Fantasia in C maj D 934 op. post. 159
 BA05620

- Rondo in B min D 895 op. 70 
 BA05618

- Sonata in A maj D 574 op. 162
 BA05605

- Three Sonatas “Sonatinas” D 384, 
 385, 408 op. post. 173. BA05606

Rondo in A maj for Violin and 
Orchestra D 438. BA05653, BA05653-90

Georg Philipp Telemann
Twelve Fantasias for Violin without 
Bass. BA02972

Antonio Vivaldi
The Four Seasons for violino 
principale, two violins, viola and bc
BA06994-90

Johann Sebastian Bach
Three Sonatas and three Partitas 
BWV 1001-1006 for solo violin. BA05256

Six Sonatas BWV 1014-1019 
for violin and obbligato harpsichord

- Edition in two volumes
 Volume 1: BA 5118 / Volume 2: BA05119
-  Edition in one volume. BA05240

Concerto in A min BWV 1041 
for violin, strings and bc.  BA05189-90

Concerto in E maj BWV 1042 
for violin, strings and bc.  BA05190-90

Concerto in D min BWV 1043 for two 
violins, strings and bc. BA05188-90

Ludwig van Beethoven
Concerto in D maj for Violin and 
Orchestra op. 61.  BA09019-90

Romances in F maj and G maj 
for Violin and Orchestra op. 50, op. 40 
BA09026-90

Johannes Brahms
Works for Violin and Piano
- Sonata in G maj op. 78. BA09431
- Sonata in A maj op. 100. BA09432
- Sonata in D min op. 108. BA09433
- Sonatas in F min and E-flat maj 
 after op. 120. BA10911
- Sonata Movement in C min from the 
 F.A.E. Sonata WoO 2. BA10908
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhändler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local 
music or book retailer or in our webshop.


