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DIE ERGANZUNG DES
VIRGA JESSE FLORUIT

Vorlagen fiir die Ergénzung des Virga Jesse floruit waren:

a) Das Autograph des Magnificats Es-Dur im Be-
sitz der Deutschen Staatsbibliothek Berlin (Sign.: Mus.
ms. autogr. Bach P 38).

b) Das Autograph des Duetts Ehre sei Gott in der
Hohe aus der Kantate Unser Mund sei voll Lachens
(ebenda, P 153).

c) Die Veroffentlichung der Duette Virga Jesse und
Ehre sei Gott in der Hohe (aus Kantate 110) in der Neu-
en Bach-Ausgabe, Serie II, Band 3 bzw. Serie I, Band 2.

Ein Vergleich des nur bis Takt 30, erste Halfte (in
der vorliegenden Ausgabe durch *) gekennzeichnet)
erhaltenen Duetts Virga Jesse und des Kantatenduetts
Ehre sei Gott in der Hohe ergibt folgendes:

Das Kantatenduett stellt eine spétere Umib.'tun
des Virga Jesse dar. Textlich wie i lisCagipt ©
dreiteilig:

I  Ehre sei Gott

Wiahrend™®

€r Oberstimmen im Kantaten-
duett dem neuen Text entsprechende Verdnderungen
erfuhr, ist der Continuo bis auf unwesentliche Ande-
rungen und 6'/2 eingeschobene Takte (T. 18, 23-24,
26—27a, 34-35) beibehalten worden. Daraus ergaben
sich folgende Richtlinien fiir die Ergédnzung:

1. Der Continuo des Kantatenduetts wurde beibe-
halten (lediglich im Schlussritornell wurde die genaue
Form des Einleitungsritornells wiederhergestellt.)

2. Die Takte 30-33 bilden eine dreigliedrige Sequenz
mit abschliefender Kadenz. Das Sequenzmodell lésst

c

sich aus dem erhaltenen Teil des T. 30, erganzt durch

T. 37 des Kantatenduetts, gewinnen und fortfiihren.
3. Die Takte 35ff. bringen dieselbe Sequenz mit
Stimmtausch in Dominantversetzung. Die Abande-
rungen in der Sopranmelodie des Kantatenduetts ent-
springen dem (infolge Transposition des Kantaten-
satzes nach A-Dur) hier verdnderten Stimmumfang
des Soprans und stammen vermutlich nicht aus der
Urfassung (Sopran wiirde zu tief liegen). Das Se-
quenzmodell aus T. 30 wurde daher beibehalten mit
einer kleinen (aus T. 36 des Kantatenduetts entnom-
menen) Anderung zur Vermeidung von A aral-
vel. je-

lelen im letzten Achtel dg 3
doch Virga Jesse, T.8, 5. A Sop@Cont.,
. i T.&d opran eine Konjek-
i im timmfithrung des Soprans

sich die urspriinglic
restlichen T3

( ( !;R EDITION

it Ausnahme der Werktitel sind samtliche Zusitze

des Herausgebers innerhalb des Notenbandes ge-
kennzeichnet, und zwar Buchstaben durch Kursiv-
druck, sonstige Zeichen durch kleinen bzw. schwéche-
ren Stich. Daher wurden alle aus der Quelle enthom-
menen Buchstaben, auch dynamische Zeichen wie f,
p usw. in geradem Druck wiedergegeben. Die Akzi-
denzien sind nach den heute geltenden Regeln ge-
setzt. Zusatzakzidenzien, die vom Herausgeber nach
eigenem Ermessen gesetzt wurden (die also nicht
durch die Umschreibung nach den heute gebréauchli-
chen Regeln notwendig werden), stehen {iber der
Note; lediglich in der Generalbassstimme stehen sie
in Klammern vor der Note, um Verwechslungen mit
der Bezifferung zu vermeiden.



PREFACE

The magnificat, one of the three “Cantica” of the New
Testament, was an integral part of evensong in the
Lutheran liturgy of Bach’s time, as it had been in the
old church and as it is to this day. In Leipzig it was
sung during the saturday- and sunday-services of
evensong in the 9th psalm tone and on German words.
For this purpose the four part-setting from the Can-
tional of Johann Hermann Schein (1627) was used, as
transmitted by Gottfried Vopelius in his Hymn book
of 1682. On the three major festival days however it
was sung in polyphonic style on Latin words. For that
purpose Bach not only copied out some compositions
by others; his own settings of the magnificat too were

written for it. Bach’s obituary, Compaed by L. F o
cola and C. Ph. E. Bach, sug ests%a Ori 1 e
have existed more com t K a

- . y

atorios,

: , however, has
d and in twoWliterent versions, for t
agnificat” — described fo ul

#in E-flat major and was written
fvensong of 1723. It contains — apart
eefBical text of the magnificat, wound up by
the doxology, as commonly practised in the rendering
of christian psalms — four special insertions for Christ-
mas, which, by their position at the very end of the full
score, appear to have been composed last. The score
contains special indications allotting them their place
in the performance. These inserted numbers point back
to an old custom according to which the Christmas
story was performed dramatically during the service
of evensong at Christmas. They include: the annuncia-
tion to the shepherds (Vom Himmel hoch, Freut euch und
jubiliert), the Song of Praise by the angels (Gloria in
excelsis) and the cradlesong at the manger (Virga Jesse
floruit). However, no practical scenic performance of
this kind has been recorded for 1723.

The revision resulting in the version in D major,

VI

which alone is known today, may have been carried
out by Bach about 1728 /1731. It was evidently not con-
ceived for a performance at Christmas for the inserted
movements are missing. The orchestration received
added brilliance through two additional flutes; occa-
sional blemishes in the part-writing have been
amended; the melodic flux runs more smoothly, the
harmonies have become more logical and the rhyth-
md&@fconcise. The trans-

mic structure of somge sectio

position into [haj s fieeggared out presumably
for the sake of t s ¥ ts in E-flat were
vi 1 ‘a@l ’s disposition.

etqed cgllMon of both versions — undertaken
tHACritr

e
Commentary to the New Bach Edition
(¥ries II, Volume

— gives aling insight into
Bach’s creative proc ' closges that the second
seeonly a further im-

version n
, t er one but that each
ni@ive Bach in the spirit e

al ‘situation, a clear apmRcidtioRMRf

s in Esurientes and specially the unusual
g W Suscepit Israel with three high-pitched vocal
parts, flanked by the cantus firmus of a trumpet and
by the “basso”, played by Violins and Violas. Also the
bolder harmonies of the earlier version may seem
more pleasing than their better balanced reappear-
ance in the revision. Let us hope that in future not
only the mature late version of the Magnificat will
find due recognition but also its inspired first draft.

The text of this full score follows Volume 3 from
Series II of the New Bach Edition. Additionally, the
appendix contains the insertion movements of the
E-flat major version transposed a semitone down so
that they can be included in any performance over
the Christmas festivities. From bar 30b of the
insertion movement D Virga Jesse floruit there is an
editor’s addition in place of the lost ending.

THE COMPLETION OF
VIRGA JESSE FLORUIT

For the completion of Virga Jesse floruit we have con-
sulted the following sources:



a) The autograph manuscript of the Magnificat in
E-flat major, preserved in the Deutsche Staatsbibliothek,
Berlin (Mus. ms. autogr. Bach P 38).

b) The autograph manuscript of the duet Ehre sei
Gott in der Hohe from the cantata Unser Mund sei voll
Lachens (ibid., P 153).

c) The published versions of the duets Virga Jesse
and Ehre sei Gott in der Hohe (from the cantata BWV
110) in the New Bach Edition, Series 2, Vol. 3, and
Series 1, Vol. 2, respectively.

The duet Virga Jesse survives only up to the first half
of bar 30 (marked with an asterisk *) in our edition).
A comparison of this fragment and the cantata duet
Ehre sei Gott in der Hohe yields the following findings:

The cantata duet represents a later reworking of
Virga Jesse. It falls into three sections both textually
and musically:

I Ehre sei G o®

re sei Gott
in der Hohe

II  und Frieden

auf Erden

parts in the cantata
the new text, the con-
from negligible changes
erpolated bars (mm. 18, 23-24,
26-27a, 34-35). Accordingly, our completion was un-

and six-and

dertaken in accordance with the following guidelines:
1. We retained the continuo part from the cantata
duet, merely reinstating the opening ritornello in its
exact form as the final ritornello.
2. Bars 30 to 33 form a three-unit sequence ending
in a cadence. We obtained and developed the se-

d
.partit‘ivises
Sa( { EDIeRIAL NOTE

quence pattern from the surviving part of bar 30, to-
gether with bar 37 of the cantata duet.

3. Bars 35ff. present the same sequence transposed
to the dominant and with parts inverted. The changes
made to the soprano melody of the cantata duet were
necessitated by the altered range of the soprano fol-
lowing the transposition of the cantata movement to
A major; they were probably not found in the origi-
nal, where the soprano would be too low. We there-
fore retained the sequence pattern from bar 30,
merely introducing a slight alteration (from bar 36 of

final
ee the

eighth-notes of bars 35, B‘a 37; e
fifth and sixth eighth-notesg 8 ( ar 2¥of the
soprano and congn t q :
4. Onl i %w orced to make conjec-
th a

the cantata duet) to avoid parallel accents i

3
no part to suit its vocal
ta

autograph correc-
is passage, but the cannot
be deciphered. The r iden-

tical to thosegg t
In_this note of our completion
n music.

Y edlic
. Bradf

In the score, apart from the title of the work, all edi-
torial additions are indicated as such: letters by ital-
ics, slurs by broken lines, and other signs by smaller
or narrower engraving. All alphabetical markings
taken from the source (f, p, etc.) therefore appear in
normal type. Accidentals have been placed in accord-
ance with modern rules. Further accidentals supplied
by the editor at his discretion (i. e. those not rendered
necessary by the application of modern rules) appear
above the note; only in the basso continuo parts they
are put into brackets and printed before the note, in
order to exclude any confusion with the figured Bass.

vl
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Werden bei Auffilhrungen wihrend der Weihnachtszeit die vier Einlagesitze aus der Es-dur-Fassung des ,,Magnificat* mitmusiziert, so folgt hier
64).

der Einlagesatz B , Freut euch und jubiliert* (Seite 63-
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Werden bei Auffihrungen wahrend der Weihnachtszeit die vier Einlagesitze aus der Es-dur-Fassung des ,,Magnificat* mitmusiziert, so folgt hier

der Einlagesatz C ,,Gloria in excelsis Deo® (Seite 65-66).
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Hierbei handelt es sich um eine Leseprobe.
Daher sind nicht alle Seiten sichtbar.

Die komplette Ausgabe erhalten Sie bei Ihrem lokalen
Musikalien- bzw. Buchhandler oder in unserem Webshop.

This is a sample copy.
Therefore not all pages are visible.

The complete edition can be purchased from your local
music or book retailer or in our webshop.



