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Gedachtnisfeier? Reformationsfest? Neujahrstag? Ge-
burtstag der Fiirstin Charlotte Friederica Wilhelmine
von Anhalt-Kéthen am 30.11.1726? Geburtstag Augusts
des Starken bei dessen Anwesenheit in Leipzig am

12.5.17277).

DER GEIST HILFT
UNSER SCHWACHHEIT AUF (BWV 226)

Text- und Liedvorlagen: Romer 8, 26—27; Strophe 3
des Liedes Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott von Martin
Luther (1524). Entstanden im Oktober 1729 zu den Be-
grabnisfeierlichkeiten fiir den Thomasschulrektor und
Universitatsprofessor Johann Heinrich Ernesti. Ernesti
starb am 16.10.1729; fiir die Auffithrung werden der
20,, 21, 23. und 24.10. in Betracht gezogen.

o
JESU, MEINE FREUDE (B 22
Text- und Liedvorlagen: Romer 8, 0+1 e d
Jesu, meine Freude von Johann Franck it -
jiger (1653). — Entst pétestens

ch fiir eine Trauer- oder
Jigt fiir Joghann i

e am 172
IN BET DIR

g (1666). — Entste-
17267). Bestimmung;:
mutn fr- oder Gedéachtnisfeier
(GedachtnisPTreess

pe=Ttr Susanna Sophia Winckler in
der Leipziger Nikolaikirche am 4.2.17267).

KOMM, JESU, KOMM (BWV 229)

Textvorlage: Strophen 1 und 11 einer Lieddichtung
von Paul Thymich (zum Begrébnis des Leipziger Tho-
masschulrektors Jacob Thomasius 1684) aus dem Wag-

nerschen Gesangbuch, Leipzig 1697. — Entstanden vor
1732. Bestimmung: mutmaflich fiir eine Trauer- oder
Gedachtnisfeier.

LOBET DEN HERRN, ALLE HEIDEN
(BWYV 230)

Textvorlage: Psalm 117. — Entstehungszeit unbekannt
(vor 1723?). Bestimmung unbekannt (Reformations-
fest?). Gattungszugehorigkeit (Kantatentorso?) und
Echtheit des Werkes (das der Motettenausgabe von
1802/03 noch nicht angehorte und erst 1 durch

einen Einzeldruck von Iieit f &e ekannt
wurde) sind umstritten.
Die Bach-For \&iten 19. Jahrhun-
dert ih§lvo ten zweifelhafter Echtheit
Wk k®on ausgeschlossen, versgadedentlich
uch, d wahren Autor ausm¥hg ir zwei
ausgeschiedenen Mg | Qi heute
wieder die Echt i X h tur Ich lasse

hei
dich nicht 1
W, 6

uf gspraxis ist zu bemerlgg
i tett@l wahrscf@inlic snah
ens mit Continuobeglel{@n r Reg
iihrt N@t. Zu der
r Schwachheit” auf liegen

1zBblaserstimmen (2 Oboen, Taille, Fagott) fiir den

zweiten Chor (ferner Continuostimmen fiir Orgel und
Violone). Zweifelhaft ist, ob es sich bei der instru-
mentalen Stiitzung der Singstimmen um Regel oder
Ausnahme der Bachschen Motettenpraxis handelt. Zu
bedenken bleibt, dass bei Trauermusiken vielerorts
der Gebrauch von Instrumenten eingeschrankt war.
Erwédhnt sei noch zu der Motette Singet dem Herrn
ein neues Lied, dass die nicht vollig klare Anweisung
Bachs zur Wiederholung des 2. Satzes (5. 29) nur im
Partiturautograph steht, in den originalen Stimmen
aber iibergangen ist.

Klaus Hofmann



PREFACE

In Bach’s voluminous output of music the motets form
a small group of modest proportions, particularly as
compared to the 200 or so surviving cantatas. In his-
torical perspective, however, the corpus of motets is
especially distinguished, being the only part of Bach’s
vocal ceuvre whose post-1750 tradition has remained
unbroken to the present day. In the decades imme-
diately following Bach’s death the keeper of this leg-
acy was the choir of St. Thomas’s in Leipzig, which
maintained several of the motets as part — even as
highlights — of its repertoire. It was apparently during
one such performance that Mozart, while travelling
through Leipzig, made the acquaintance of the motet
Singet dem Herrn ein neues Lied undehthe directj

St. Thomas'’s cantor Johann Friedr@h Dole C
to the well-known acco h icCch
litz, this was for Mozart a NE erience

ach’s motets
arl Friedrich Christia
Wagate them at the Sing- e

of the first order. By the 179
Berlin, wher

bsidiary category of occasional
fisic which were written and per-
cantor on special order and for a fee.
Even so, it enjoyed an active posthumous existence in
funeral and, to a lesser extent, congratulatory celebra-
tions well into Bach’s time, particularly in the musical
output, whatever its artistic stature, of the choirs and
cantors of central Germany.

All of Bach’s motets, too, are occasional works. For
many years there was no awareness of this fact among
Bach’s biographers. Johann Nikolaus Forkel (1802)
believed that Bach wrote the double-chorus works
mainly as training pieces for the young members of
his choir “so that they might at least be able to sing
notes accurately and with a pure tone”. Philipp Spitta
(1880) suggested the possibility that they were meant
to be sung during the principal and Vesper services
on Sunday, particularly as a substitute for the cantata.

VI

2o c N |
r
ifficult in the case of
ich have @nly survived il
coPes and nifgete ntury
i 2 I3
O a

Not until 1912, in an article in the Bach-Jahrbuch, did
Bernhard Friedrich Richter clearly establish that the
works were, without exception, pieces of music writ-
ten on commission for specific occasions.

Under Richter’s aegis Bach researchers of the twen-
tieth century spent much effort and imagination in
trying to determine the dates and circumstances sur-
rounding the origins of each of the motets. Only in the

case of Der Geist hilft unser Sch eit auf, however,
did they find t@m und as Bach him-
self had written hoNg&rapl s8re “for the burial
of t sYr a C rnesti”, thereby regis-
riNgl th{gvorig asion and allowing it to be dated.
dis o paper and graphology have also made
itWossible to deterfline, wit ient accuracy, the

s Lied, the only other
1 form, including

date of Singet dem
motet to

oW, remains obscure.

, komm, early manu-

erminus ante quem.
portant evidence for the dating of these

Mide and Fiirchte dich nicht, Richter felt cer-
tain, on the basis of existing church records, that they
were connected with two Leipzig memorial services in
which the sermons drew on biblical passages recur-
ring in the motets. Recent researchers, however, have
cast doubt on his conclusions. In the case of Singet dem
Herrn the second movement, with its combination of
hymn stanza and freely written “Aria” text, may well
provide the key to its origins.

Beyond this, our state of knowledge and the current
points of debate, including information on the sources
of the words and hymn tunes, may be summarized
as follows:

SINGET DEM HERRN EIN NEUES LIED
(BWYV 225)

Sources of words and tunes: Psalms 149:1-3 and
150:2,6; source of aria stanza unknown; third stanza
of hymn Nun lob, mein Seel, den Herren by Johann Gra-
mann (ca. 1530) with the customary tune (published



by Kugelmann, 1540). — The piece was composed
between June 1726 and April 1727 for an unknown
occasion, perhaps a funeral or memorial service, a
Reformation feast, New Year’s Day, the birthday of
Princess Charlotte Friederica Wilhelmine von Anhalt-
Kothen on 30 November 1726, or that of August the
Strong during his sojourn in Leipzig on 12 May 1727.

DER GEIST HILFT
UNSER SCHWACHHEIT AUF (BWV 226)

Sources of words and tunes: Romans 8:26—27; third
stanza of hymn Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott by
Martin Luther (1524). — The piece was composed in Oc-
tober 1729 for the burial ceremonies of Johann Hein-
rich Ernesti, the rector of St. Thomas’s School and a
professor at the university. Ernesti died on 16 October
1729; the 20th, 21st, 23rd and 24th of Oct(&e.wer
taken into consideration for the per ce

JESU, MEINE FREUDE (B )

cs: Romans 8:1,2,9,10,11;

olas’s, Leipzig,

BIN BEI DI

aiah 41:10 and 43:1;
fon Warum sollt ich mich
denn grimer DY erhardt (1653) with a variant of
the tune by Johann Georg Ebeling (1666). — The piece
is of unknown date, perhaps ca. 1715 or 1726. It was
presumably composed for a funeral or memorial cel-
ebration (perhaps memorial sermon for Susanna So-
phia Winckler held at St. Nicolas’s, Leipzig, on 4 Feb-
ruary 1726).

KOMM, JESU, KOMM (BWYV 229)

Source of words: stanzas 1 and 11 of a hymn written
by Paul Thymich for the burial in 1684 of Jacob Tho-

masius, rector of St. Thomas’s School; taken from the
Wagner songbook (Leipzig, 1697). — The piece was
composed prior to 1732, presumably for a funeral or
memorial celebration.

LOBET DEN HERRN, ALLE HEIDEN
(BWV 230)

Source of words: Psalm 117 — The piece is of unknown
date (possible prior to 1723) and occasion (Reformation
feast?). There is disagreement as to its genre (can-

tata torso?) and authenticity (it did not for xart of

the motet edition of 180 n until

1821, when it was pubhs itkopf

& Hartel).

Sinc ‘h the nineteenth Century
ave excluded a numb f motets

U ul authenticity fro a n, and
actual

occasionally been laie
author. Two of th
ever, are

cY

olone. The motet Der Geist hilft
urvives not only in a set of orig-

1 Vocal parts but also in a set of instrumental parts,
including strings for the first chorus and woodwinds
for the second (two oboes, taille and bassoon), in ad-
dition to continuo parts for organ and violone. It is
doubtful whether this instrumental reinforcement of
the vocal parts constitutes an exception or the general
rule in the performance of Bach’s motets. It should
also be borne in mind that the use of instruments in
funeral music was widely restricted. — It should also
be mentioned in connection with the motet Singet dem
Herrn ein neues Lied that Bach’s somewhat ambiguous
instruction to repeat the second movement (p. 29) is
found only in the holograph score, being omitted in
the original parts.

Klaus Hofmann
(English translation: ]. Bradford Robinson)
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Der Geist hilft unser Schwachheit auf

BWV 226

43

Johann Sebastian Bach
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