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PREFACE

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart composed arias through-
out the whole of his creative life. The arias gathered
together in this edition all have a feature in common: 
they were not written as part of an opera, sacred work, 
or oratorio, but as isolated pieces. On the basis of their
intended purpose, they can be divided into concert
arias and insert arias. The first category includes arias
which from the very outset were not intended for the-
atrical performance. Among them are several of the
��	�$���+�
������	��������
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aria form and its typical compositional devices and, at
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command of his craft. Most of the surviving arias in 
this category were written for particular singers and
performed by them in concert. The second category is
much smaller. It consists of arias that Mozart wrote to
be inserted in operas by other composers. In the late
eighteenth century, opera scores were not regarded 
as inviolable texts, but were generally adapted to suit
local performance conditions. Part of this practice in-
volved replacing existing arias with new ones tailored
to suit the skills of the current singers; another part
involved interpolating new arias where no aria was
provided in the original opera. Mozart composed arias
of both types.
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texts from the realm of opera seria, including many by 
the supreme librettist of the genre, Pietro Metastasio.
In contrast, the insert arias belong, with few excep-
tions, to the genre of opera buffa. The bulk of these
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special cases are the arias on German texts, of which
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German singspiel Die Entführung aus dem Serail, and 
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tradition.

The present edition contains only works that have
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form of vocal scores. We have excluded insert or sub-
stitute arias that Mozart composed for his own operas
Le nozze di Figaro� %`� >��� ���� >�<"� ��� Don Giovanni
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Così fan tutte. They are readily available in the vocal 
scores for the works concerned.1�[��������	����
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To maintain a clear distinction between the text of 
a work and its performance, each volume in our edi-
tion is divided into two parts: a volume of musical
�����������
�
�$�^��������
���������������+�
�����	
^
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ing concert and insert arias, based on the revised text 
from the New Mozart Edition (N M A), and a supple-
mentary volume presenting general remarks on vari-
ous aspects of performance practice as well as intro-
ductions to each piece, the words of the aria (in the 
original and in translations), and suggestions for the 
handling of cadenzas, lead-ins, and repeats.

The editor wishes to express his gratitude to Uwe 
Kremp, who took on the task of producing a wealth 
of suggestions for the creative latitude that Mozart 
granted to his performers, and to Claudia Mücke of 
Bärenreiter-Verlag for expertly seeing the edition into 
print.

Thomas Seedorf
�
�
�	
$��[	$	���~���

(translated by J. Bradford Robinson)

1 See the vocal scores of Le nozze di Figaro (BA�X>�>]<������]<~"
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