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Preface

This volume marks the first centennial of the death of the “King of Ragtime”, Scott Joplin (1868-1917) as
well as his 150" birthday. It presents a selection of his pieces in simplified form: rapid octaves in the melody
and bass have been omitted; difficult passages, chords and leaps in the left and right hands have been
reduced and sometimes slightly altered, but without sacrificing the essence and esprit of the originals.
The word “ragtime” stems from the phrase “ragged time”; it describes the joyful syncopated melodies in
the right hand as they clash with the striking bass fundamentals on beats 1and 3 in the left, together with
agile chords on beats 1and 4.

Scott Joplin, the first African-American composer to blend classical and popular music, perfected the

art of ragtime. His works combine folk tunes, African rhythms and classical o a unique and
distinctive whole, a true integration of White and Black America. The c at|C|sm in the
melodies resembles blues and is regarded as a precursor ofja‘}ﬁ structured into A,

B, C and D sections as was common throughout earl , whether in tango, samba or
choro. é

No volume of this sort ca ' est-known rags SuC %ﬂf Rag with its
sophisticated harmonic tww% iner with its memo erful rhythmic ple

Life, Euge nd Original Rag mg features of this
matic 3rds and play na is a ragtlme
rica $ m stafdar
id not want hj \ laye @00 fast ‘It's never
eful Tip for players m’ IS unique music.

www.jeankTeen:



The Strenuous Life

Scoft Joplin
Arr.: Jean Kleeb

A Ragfime Two Step
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Scoft Joplin
Arr.: Jean Kleeb
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Scott Joplin
Jean Kleeb
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18 Dedicated to James Brown and his Mandolin Club

The Entertfainer

. Scott Joplin
Not fast A Ragtime Two Step Arr.: Jean Kleeb
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Bethena

Respectfully dedicated to Mr. & Mrs. Dan E. Davenport of St. Louis, Mo.
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Scoftt Joplin
Jean Kleeb

Arr.:
rit. poco a poco

Valse Tempo
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